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- New airport — enwronmeqtal\
well being an 1mportant factor

[ REFER to the article headhned, 3 prc\"ldc the plants vnth nutncnts
“Evacuation for wildiife planned”  which are difficult to obtain from
{South China Morning Post, Sep- - the very poor scn] m Whlch they
tember 14) and wish to. correcl a ' grow. - i
number of errors. - These plants are of Conserva-
The article claims that at Iczst _ tion interest and again it could be -
nine spmesot‘ mammals could be  useful to attempt to translocate ; i
present on’'Chek Lap Kok, includ- [these. |
ing both lopg-tailed and crab-eat- .~ .| The razmg GFChek Lap Kok is : ;
ing macaques, which are one aad - anly part-of the environmental .
the same species (not two) and are . cost of the Port and Airport Devel-
not native to Hongkong.~ ©  “"opment Strategy (PADS) — the
— There is no evidence that any  coast of north Lantau, -the Tung’
of the other mammals mentioned  Chung and Ngau Kwu Long val-’

occur on the island at preseat —  leys, and other areas also will be :
although it is possible that they  destroyed.

ounce did before the native forest i Studies are currently being

cover was removed, thus the im- -
- ade to assess the extent of habi-
pression given that Chek Lap Kok 000414 other impacts on wild-

is a haven for Hongkong's 1arger . yir. 01k flora and fauna).

ymammals s misleading There is scope for some major |
. However, thisisnotta saythat 100 restoration and -creation |

the island is without interesi. s 2 -

: works to compensate, at least in |

.+~ Romer’s tree frog is one of
'three amphibians endemic to p;: a ;ect;c;l.- e losses due to PADS ’

Hongkong — known from no-
whe,ﬁ elsesm the world. . il B One of the best ways for the .

s Hongkong thus has an u:ltema_ -_. GOVEmmcnt to prOmGlE PADS
tional responsnbd:ty to protect T.hlS __'_.worldmde would be to demon- =
spei:les, w0 - strate a firm commitment to envi- !

;1t appears that Romer’ s tree  ronmental well-being, not only for
frog is quite numerous on Chek ©uf human population, but aiso
‘Lap Kok and it will be adviseable for our rich flora and fauna.
to try to translocate some of these World Wide Fund for Nature

. animals. Hongkong looks forward to work-

The pitcher plants which grow - ing with the Government and oth-
on Chek Lap Kok do not “devour  er agencies to this end.

. lizards and mice™. D.S. MELVILLE

They do trap insects, which are Director of Conservation

'«(Qen *digested™ in the pitcher to World Wide Fund for Nature

s e WS . - - -
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THE irony is so monstrous that, if
the situation were not being treat-
ed with such gravity, it would sim-
ply be amusing.

John Major, who once passed
through Hongkong, and Li Peng,
who has never visited at all, and
neither of whom has ever lived
here, are meeting in Rio at a global
conference on the environment to
discuss how best to finance the de-
struction of Lantau Island,

Perhaps | exaggerate. They are
meeting to discuss how best to fi-
nance the airport railway. They
have largely agreed already on
how to finance the rest of the
project.

Sadly, the cynicism of their
meeting is commensurate with
that of local planners and the
Hongkong Government.

The South China Morning Post
itself has given a great deal of
space to official accounts of the
Chek Lap Kok development.

Secretary for Economic Ser-
vices Anson Chan Fang On-san re-
cently wrote a long guest column
in the Sunday Morning Post, at-
tempting to dispel the “myths and
misconceptions” surrounding the
-airport.

Financial Secretary Hamish
Macleod appeared in the same
space shortly afterwards, offering
explanations of the complex — and

parently ever-changing — costs
and financing of the project.

WRITE: South China Morning Post, PO Box 47, Hongkong.
TELEPHONE: 5652292 — FAX: 8111048 or 8111278

Letters to the Editor must carry the writer’s full name, address, telsphone
number and identity card number, though not necessarily for publication,
Preference will be given to short letters and 1o those signed with the
correspondent’s real name for publication.
We reserve the right to edit all latiers, for reasons of clarity, length, gram-
mar, ar for legal reasons. Correspondents who insist on unedited publication

may have their letter rejected,

The second “quarterly update”
section on the airport was inserted
into the daily paper as recently as
two weeks ago,

Not once in all of this, at any
time, has the subject of the envi-
ronment been mentioned. The
consultants and the contractors,
the planners and the policymakers
may have answers, though, equal-
ly, they may not. In any case, the
subject has been entirely ignored,
while the damage that is being

_done by the project is both whole-
sale and ongoin :

The causes for concern at the

_policy level alone are ample. For

example, an Environmental Im-
Ppact Assessment (E1A) is required
from each contractor as he surveys

the sites, and plans the work he is

going to perform. However, be-
cause the airport project has been
divided into sections, and there-
fore a series of single contracts,

each EIA pertains only to a single,
particular contract. -

The result is that each EIA is
isolated from all the others. This
prevents an overall damage assess-
ment — and therefore remedy —
from being considered.

The most disappointing fea-
ture of the ElAs, however, is that,
whatever their results, they do not
oblige contractors, policymakers
or anyone efse to mitigate any
damage foreseen by the reports. It
is, in the end, a matter of choice
whether a contractor acts on the
results of an EIA.

The Government has spent —
and will continue to spend — mil-
lions of dollars on consultants, ad-

vising on the selection of contrac- ..
lors, the design of, the various’

phases of construction and the
alignment and assembly of roads,
bridges, tunnels, buildings, run-
ways, railways, new communities

‘nvironmental issues are being ignored\
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR «

and myriad other phases of the air- -
port project. -

For all of this, however, not a
single environmental consultant
has been employed. Why not?

The argument will be made
that many consulting firms such as
Greiner Maunsell are multi-disci-

. plined, employing their own envi- .

ronmental specialists who ensure
that any construction is as safe, -
clean and minimally destructive
as possible.

The job of Greiner Maunsell, -
however, and of others employed
to offer expertise, is to build an air-
port: they are paid to select con-
tractors and ensure the comple-
tion, both on time and within
budget, of roads, bridges, tunnels,
buildings, runways, railways, new
communities and myriad other
phases of the airport project. They
are not employed to offer consis-
tent, comprehensive and dedicat-
ed environmental critiques of
these plans. :

If Mr Major and Mr Li cannot
come to an agreement in Rio, it is
likely their representatives will
hammer out some kind of arrange-
ment sooner or later, and the air-
port project will proceed apace. It -
1s simply painful and sad that it .
will be done in ignorance,of a cost
that no one has deeined worth cal-

culating.
TAD STONER
Peng Chau ,JI
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By SUSIE WELDON

IF you want to leamnmnore
about a tiny frog the size of
vour thumb nail or discov-
er whether noise pollution
has damaged your hear-
ing, the Environment Pa-
vilion is the place 10 go.
The miniscule Romer's
tree frog, which has been
threatened with extinction
by work on the new airport.
will be the star of the exhibit.
Hong Kong University
scientists have put together
a display that shows the tree
frog in its natural habitat.

But the visitors peering
intently a1 motionless frogs
sitting on leaves may not
realise initially that they are
looking at models. rather
than the real thing.

Dr John Hodgkiss. con-
venor of the environment
- pavilion and dean of Hong
Kong University’s Faculty
of Science, said models were
being used 10 help preserve |

. the frogs.

“The Romer’s tree frogs
like dark, damp places.” Dr
Hodgkiss said. *'1f we put the
frogs into those conditions =
under bright lights with peo-
ple possibly moving the box
— they'll die, which we cer-
tainly don’t want.”

However, he said he
would not be surprised if
some people mistook the
life-like models for real
frogs. Afier all, they would
be doing exactly what
Romer's tree frogs liked do-
ing best ~ sitting absolutely
still.

Visitors 10 the environ-
ment pavilion will be able to
check whether their hearing
has been damaged by living
in noisy Hong Kong.

The Hong Kong Society
for the Deaf. which is one of
the many organisations tak-
ing part in the expo, wiil

Natural habitiat . . . the slender fingers of a featherstar dances among soft coral.

bring in sophisticated hear-
ing equipment for on-site
testing.

The equipment could
pick up very small hearing
impairments that could be
caused by being exposed to
high levels of iraffic noise.
Dr Hodgkiss said.

Apart from alerting some
peopie 10 the early signs of
hearing damage, “"what
we're using it for is just to
make people aware of the
fact 1hat general environ-
mental noise ¢an lead to
hearing impairment’™, he

id

1d.

Like ail the other pavil-
ions. the environment ex-
hibit features displays by
various government depart-
ments and private-sector

Balancing act . . . a sure-footed yellow caterpillar crawls on the edge of its meal.

organisations, as well as
Hong Kong University,

Dr Hodgkiss said the
university had divided its
section inlo four areas: care
of the seas: the land environ-
ment; air and noise poilu-
ton: and a display that fo-
cused on how to protect the
environment and sustain
economic development at
the same time.

“The big message of the
environment pavilion is sus-
tainable development,” Dr
Hodgkiss said.

“That is. how we go on
hiving in balance with our
environment. If we destroy
it. we go too because we're
pant of it."

While visitors can expect
to learn about some of the

‘more pressing threais to

Hong Kong's environment,
such as the probiem of con~
tainer dumping in rural
areas. Dr Hodgkiss said the
main emphasis woweld be
positive.

“We're not just looking
a1 pollution but looking art
what can be done to rectifv
it,” he said.

The pavilion will also
look at different wavs of
dealing with problems. such
as sewage disposal or plastic
bags.

“You can recycle plastc
bags. or find alternative

things to use.”” Dr Hodghiss

said.

As for sewage. it was “an
enormous waste of an enor-
mously rich product just to

throw it into the sez or

land™,

Other countries had
found ways of treating sew-
age s0 11 could be used as a
soil builder, he said.

And while the pavilion
will not go so far in its at-
tempt to bring problems
home to visitors as 10 in-
clude a bucket of sewage in
the exhibit, it will feature a
computerised assessment of
how much sewage the termi-
tory is producing during the
expo. !

Visitors will also be able
to sampie the various
“smellies™ on oifer. This
will help them 1deptify the
various components that
make up air pollution, such ¢
as sulphur dioxide. { H
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By ALISON WISEMAN

THE tiny, rare Romer’s tree
frog is still with us — but
only just. The fight is on 10
protect the creature from ex-
tinction.

The Romer’s tree frog
population is at Chek Lap
Kok, where the construction
of the new airport is destroy-
ing its habitat.

At the University of
Hong Kong, senior lecturer
in zoology Dr David Dud-
geon is overseeing a three-
year study of the tiny noctur-
nal frog, its ecology and its
wetland habitats.

The $470,000 study was
called for by the Worid Wide
Fund for Nature when the
bulldozers moved in and
threatened the rare species.

But Dr Dudgeon was re-
alistic about the past:
“Would you really expect an
animal like Romer's frog to
stop the Government build-
ing an airpon?

Battle to save rare
frog turns to science

“There was no biological
consideration in establish-
ing an airport on Chek Lap
Kok. and nothing was going
10 stop them — least of all a
few frogs.”

Two years ago bush fires
threatened the frog, but fire

breaks were built on the:

south side of the island to
rescue the population from
extinction. .

The amphibian has lived
in Hong Kong since the ice
age, when the sea level rose
and flooded the sub-tropical
plain the frog lived on, forc-
ing it to seek refuge on the
islands of Lamma, Lantau
and Chek Lap Kok — its only
three known habitats.

Michael Lau Wai-neng, a
PhD student at the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong and a self-
appointed guardian of the
frog. has led research teams
to the islands to rescue
Romer's during its breeding
season and move il some-
where safe.

X

- - Romer's tree frog fighting extinction.

.

The frog is unique 1o
Hong Kong. It is almost in-
visible at two centimetres in
length, and can only be
found by the mating call of]
the male between February
and September.

Romer’s was discovered
in 1952 by an amateur her-
petologist, John Romer, and
has rarely ‘been spotted
since. .

Little is known about the
frog other than it inhabited
fresh-water wetlands, had a
long breeding season, ate in-
sects and produced tadpoles
that lived in water.

Recently, researchers
discovered the frogs were
picky eaters, and were food
for many other creatures.

“There is some possibili-
ty that the frog’s larvae is be-
ing preved upon by intro-
duced exotic fish as well as
native fish. although this
theory is very much in its
infancy,” Dr Dudgeon said.

While research into the
diminutive creature contin-
ues in Jaboratories. students
and professors are waiting 10
see whether relocating it has
been successful.

Earlier this vear the final
batch of test tadpoles was re-
leased into the wetlands of
Tsui Hang and Tai Po Kau
in the New Territories.

This should bring the
number released to 650 1ad-
poles and 60 adult frogs.

Although many tadpoles
matured into young frogs.
Dr Dudgeon said research-
ers would not be able 10 sav
eéven a vear from now
whether the resettlement
was a success.

“There is not much evi-
dence in biological literature
of successful trans.
location,™ he said.

“It's really unpredict
able. Even if they survive
the first year they may no

make it through the second
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